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This young readers’ edition of Christina Baker Kline’s #1 New York Times bestselling novel

Orphan Train follows a twelve-year-old foster girl who forms an unlikely bond with a ninety-one-

year-old woman.Adapted and condensed for a young audience, Orphan Train Girl includes an

author’s note and archival photos from the orphan train era. This book is especially perfect for

mother/daughter reading groups.Molly Ayer has been in foster care since she was eight years

old. Most of the time, Molly knows it’s her attitude that’s the problem, but after being shipped

from one family to another, she’s had her fair share of adults treating her like an inconvenience.

So when Molly’s forced to help an a wealthy elderly woman clean out her attic for community

service, Molly is wary. But from the moment they meet, Molly realizes that Vivian isn’t like any

of the adults she’s encountered before. Vivian asks Molly questions about her life and actually

listens to the answers.Soon Molly sees they have more in common than she thought. Vivian

was once an orphan, too—an Irish immigrant to New York City who was put on a so-called

"orphan train" to the Midwest with hundreds of other children—and she can understand, better

than anyone else, the emotional binds that have been making Molly’s life so hard.Together,

they not only clear boxes of past mementos from Vivian’s attic, but forge a path of friendship,

forgiveness, and new beginnings.

From School Library JournalGr 4–6—Molly is a product of the foster care system and has

spent most of her young life being shunted from one family to another. After stealing a copy of

The Secret Garden from the public library, she is assigned community service: cleaning out the

attic of the elderly, well-to-do Vivian Daly. The attic is full of mementos from Vivian's girlhood.

As the two unpack boxes, Vivian shares her memories with Molly. Born Niamh (Neeve), Vivian

first came to New York City in 1929 from Ireland. Not long after, Niamh's parents perished in a

tragic fire, and she was transported with other orphans on a train bound for the Midwest to

work for families in need of an extra pair of hands. After two unsuccessful placements, Niamh

finally found a loving family. Molly comes to realize that she and Vivian share a lot in common.

Molly, who is Penobscot Indian on her father's side, was raised on a reservation. After her

father died in a car crash, her mother could no longer care for her properly, and she was forced

to enter the foster care system. Kline expertly weaves the dual narratives of both Molly and

Vivian as the two form a healing friendship. VERDICT With a mix of historical and

contemporary settings, this successful adaptation of an adult novel is likely to appeal to both

young and old.—D. Maria LaRocco, Cuyahoga Public Library, Strongsville, OH --This text refers

to the hardcover edition.Review“Quietly moving.” -- ALA Booklist“Kline’s prose is fluid and

draws readers into the characters, and each chapter’s cliffhanger ending keeps the pages

turning. Part coming-of-age novel, part historical fiction, this book will appeal to a wide range of

readers.” -- BookPage.com“Kline expertly weaves the dual narratives of both [characters] as

the two form a healing friendship.With a mix of historical and contemporary settings, this

successful adaptation of an adult novel is likely to appeal to both young and old.” -- School

Library Journal --This text refers to the hardcover edition.About the AuthorChristina Baker Kline

is the author of six novels, including the #1 New York Times bestseller Orphan Train as well as

A Piece of the World. She lives outside New York City and spends as much time as possible on

the coast of Maine. Learn more about Christina at www.christinabakerkline.com.--This text

refers to the hardcover edition.Read more
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Michael, “Why this will change your life, even if you have read 100's of books..... You might be

thinking what is so special about this train. Well first it was an orphan train for all the orphans

at the Aid Sociaty program. Second there was a girl, during the 1900's, who lost her whole

family in a fire and went to the sociaty. Another girl, Molly, in present day Maine is also an

orphan, but is living with a family with foster care. Third there is an old woman and she is telling

Molly what her life was about. Molly knows the old woman, Vivian, because she stole a book

from the library and needs to do community service for 20 hours to clean out Vivian's attic.

Molly finished cleaning the attic and her 20 hours of community service the same day. I

recemmend this book to people who love historical fiction and those who don't. I personaly

don't like historical fiction, but when I read this book it changed my mind. This book might

changes yours too.(review written by 12 year-old daugher)”

Pat F., “Read Aloud with Grandkiddos. My granddaughter requested this book for her birthday,

which I sent to her and also to two other granddaughters, all elementary school readers. From

the first chapter, all of us were hooked. Each chapter ends with sort of a cliff-hanger,

compelling us to keep on reading. Watching the characters develop, learning about orphan

trains and the things Vivian had to do to survive was eye-opening for them, as they learned this

novel is based in history. All four of us enjoyed this book, especially our time together reading.”

Jennifer, “Nice flow. I enjoyed Orphan Train Girl. It flowed nicely. The book tells the story of a

young Irish girl who became a orphan after a terrible fire kills her family in the early 1900s.

She rides the Orphan Train and is placed with a family and forced to work for them. Fast

forward to present day, she tells her story to a young girl in foster care. The book switches

back and forth between time periods, but it is done very well. There is never a confusion about

what time period one is currently reading about. It just flowed perfectly. It was an easy read,

but very satisfying.”

Diane Niehaus, “This book is a walk throuhgh history. I lived this book , It sheds light on a story

that needed to be told . At a time in our country when children were voiceless. I am so glad all

the hardships they went through were no longer a secret . Thank you for telling their stories. I

could not put this book down.”



cinderellaraes, “Orphaned, Alone & Frightened. This was a big part of our history. It isn’t talked

about like the great battles that were fought were. Imagine what these poor children had to go

through. Uprooted from their homes, everyone & everything that they held dear, tragically &

traumatically taken from them. To be grieving and heartbroken headed for who knows where,

without anyone to love, hug & reassure them. To land in homes where they were treated like

slaves, thieves & servants. To appreciate what you have, the people that love & care about you,

the good life you have, read this book!”

Ebook Tops Reader, “A little known part of America. I love to read American Historical fiction,

especially about something I've never heard of. I was taken in by this book. It is well written,

with beautiful and believable characters. Wish there was more to Vivian's story. I read a lot of

books, however I'm sure this one will stay with me for sometime.”

Olive Blake, “Interesting, important content.. Fascinating intricate story, easy read and speedy

delivery. Thanks”

danielle Angellotti, “Amazing book. Amazing book highly recommend it”

Martine Mayer, “excellent book. I loved this book, a page turned, I couldn't put it down”

The book by Christina Baker Kline has a rating of 5 out of 4.6. 354 people have provided

feedback.
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